THE SHACK : CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
Article 1: Name

The name of the Association shall be The Shack. 
Article 2: Purpose

The purpose of The Shack is to present and promote traditional, contemporary and original 21st Century folk music. 
Article 3: Membership Requirements
Anyone is eligible for membership of The Shack provided that such a person:
a) Supports the aims and objectives of The Shack. 

b) Has paid his or her annual subscription.

c) Agrees to adhere to The Shack’s Code of Conduct as stipulated in Article 4.
Article 4: Code of Conduct
The Shack’s code of conduct:
a) Respects and supports performers, fellow members, guests and patrons.

b) Expects members, guests and patrons to behave in an orderly fashion as deemed appropriate by the Governing Board and members. 
Article 5: Friends of The Shack
All members and friends of The Shack can be added to The Shack’s mailing list to receive news and updates on The Shack’s activities and meetings. 
Article 6: Removal Procedure of Members
No member may be expelled from membership unless, as adjudged by the Board, the attitude, conduct or influence of such a member shall be prejudicial to the interests and work of The Shack generally. 
Article 7: Removal Procedure of Guests or  Patrons

Guests or patrons who are deemed by the Governing Board or members to contravene The Shack’s Code of Conduct as stipulate in Article 4 may be asked to leave such an event or meeting.  
Article 8: Fees

The Shack shall levy an annual subscription on all members. The amount of the subscription will be set at the Annual General Meeting by a majority vote of members present.
Article 9: Organisational Structure
The officers of The Shack shall be called the Governing Board. Besides its other duties, the Governing Board sets the time and venue of The Shack’s Annual General Meeting. Officers are elected for three-year terms.

The Shack shall have the following officers:

· President. Presides over meetings of the Governing Board and annual meetings of The Shack; acts as spokesperson for The Shack and makes an annual written report of The Shack’s activities.

· Vice President. Takes up the duties of the President or any officer of the Board as required. 
· Secretary. Handles correspondence and takes minutes; keeps the membership register.

· Treasurer. Responsible for the cash assets and bank accounts of The Shack; collects membership dues and donations; responsible for fundraisers.
Article 10: Meetings 
Annual General Meeting of the Members:
a) There will be an Annual General Meeting to report on The Shack’s business and activities of the previous year and to discuss plans for the upcoming year. 
b) Every three years elections for Governing Board officers shall be held at the Annual General Meeting. 
c) The date, time and venue of the Annual General Meeting shall be set by the Governing Board.

d) Notification of the Annual General Meeting shall be given by the secretary and shall be no less than thirty days before the meeting date.

e) There shall be a quorum of five at the Annual General Meeting.
Meetings of the Governing Board:
a) Meetings of the Governing Board shall be held when called by any two officers of the group in question.

b) Date, time and venue shall be set by the officers calling the meeting. Notice, date, time and venue must be reasonable given all the circumstances.

c) There shall be a quorum of three at these meetings.
Meetings by telephone or email:
a) Members of the Governing Board may participate in meetings over the telephone or via email provided that all participants can communicate with one another.

b) There shall be a quorum of three at these meetings.
Article 11: Changes to The Shack’s Bylaws
Changes to The Shack’s Bylaws may only be made following a two-thirds majority postal vote received of the entire membership.
Article 12: Dissolution

In the event of the dissolution of The Shack, all assets shall be turned over to:


The Folk Federation of NSW, PO Box A182, Sydney South NSW 1235
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